
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Hang Out With the Right People 

 

     I can’t remember the last time that I told you a joke. But now this may sound funny 

to you, but Jesus seems to have been a lot like one of our rock stars. It seems that 

wherever He went, He was plagued and surrounded by eager fans who pushed and 

shoved to get close enough to touch Him. 

   And he also had a lot of groupies following Him as well. They even camped out with 

Him in the fields. Well, let’s face it. People who follow people often imitate them. And 

the very same thing can be said about each of us. We are all influenced for good or for 

bad by the people that we hang out with. We become like them. 

     Therefore, it is important that we always hang out with the right kind of people. We 

don’t want to hang out with people who take dope, who steal, kill or who break the 

law. That is because we don’t want anybody to influence us and lead us into a life of 

sin. And, on the other hand, we ourselves don’t want to be a bad influence for anyone 

else either. 

     Have you ever noticed how easy it is for us to accuse others of hanging out with the 

wrong sort of people? And, at the same time, we find it very difficult to believe that, in 

some ways, we might actually be the wrong sort of people ourselves? 

     Now, no one could ever justly accuse Jesus of being a bad example for anybody. No, 

He was the good, the perfect example. And he was only capable of changing other 

people’s lives for the better. But it is a different story with us, isn’t it? There are many 

things about us that could stand a little or a lot of improvement. In fact, there may even 

be a call for reconstruction. 

     For this reason, it is important that we remain loyal, devoted and avid followers of 

Jesus Christ. In fact, we should be one of His groupies so to speak. And we must give 

His goodness plenty of chances to rub off on us. And only then could more of HIS 

goodness rub off from us on to others. 

     Our gospel this morning* tells us that great crowds followed Jesus from all over 

Galilee. They kept pushing toward Him, hoping just to touch Him.  
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     Well, let us make sure that we are always one of His dedicated groupies and we are 

never going to stop following Him. Never! 

 

*Inspired by Mark 3:7-12 

 


